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PRODUCTION NOTES

TITLE: Satyagraha

ORIGIN: Italy, 2017

LANGUAGE: Italian

DURATION: 28 minutes

GENRE: Drama, Arthouse
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A story of love and reincarnation told through the voyage of an elderly woman travelling through her previous lives. Dreamlike atmospheres, on the border between life and death, intermingle with the colours of the far East, of African lands and the rhythms of bohemian dances, visions that reveal sexuality, secrets and torments of a timeless love.
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DIRECTOR'S NOTES


"There is someone special for everyone. They look different, but your heart knows them. You have ridden together in the armies of forgotten warrior-generals, and you have lived together in the sand-covered caves of the Ancient Ones. You are bonded together throughout eternity..."

I chose to open the film with this quote from the first chapter of Brian Weiss's book, "Many Lives, Many Masters", because I think it sums up the essence of the plot and, at the same time, prepares the viewer for the journey between the places and epochs to follow.

As part of my artistic and spiritual research, studies on reincarnation have always fascinated me. My interest initially came about after meeting Aurelio Mejia Mesa, a famous Colombian hypnotherapist who adheres to the same theories as Weiss, according to which regression to a past life is a method of understanding one's ancient self, aiming towards obtaining a spiritual reunion with the memory of one's past life.

What's more, according to Weiss, during our time of existence, each of us may encounter and recognise a soul with which they already shared other lives.

"Satyagraha", which derives from Sanskrit and means "love force" and "holding firmly for truth", recounts the journey a soul undertakes, reincarnating through the centuries, to reunite with another soul to which it is bound.

The story is told over a number of narrative planes, which are revealed with a symbolism of content that is oft-times enigmatic.

A short film without dialogue, Satyagraha is sustained by the off-screen narration of the protagonist and an original soundtrack, which lead the spectator to tiptoe amongst the intimacy of the characters, as if rendering them witness to their silent secrets.

Repressed desires, liberating dances and moments of auto-eroticism thus become a mirror of the unspoken truths of each human being.

Simple lives, offered up to a love that cannot be lived freely, intertwine in a place beyond time, suspended between life and death, recreated through the framing of suspended rhythm and the pictorial character, written in order to immerse the audience into a dreamlike and poetic atmosphere.

BIOGRAPHIES

SIMONA DE SIMONE (Director, screenwriter, producer)

Nuanda Sheridan is the artistic pseudonym of Simona De Simone. Born in Nardo (Lecce) on 5th December 1985, she attended the DAMS in Lecce before devoting herself to artistic research. After studying theatre acting and directing in Lecce and Rome, Nuanda joined the International Theatre Academy of the Adriatic. Subsequently moving to Paris, Nuanda frequented artistic circles and attended lectures at the Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Arts et Techniques du Théatre. Nuanda returned to Italy for the writing and production of "La Pescatrice di Scarpe", an experimental theatre project for which she collaborated with the surrealist photographer Daniele Cascone. Transferring to Florence to study film directing at the Scuola Nazionale di Cinema Indipendente, Nuanda began working on film sets as a production secretary and director's assistant. "Satyagraha" is her first opus.

VASSILI SPIROPOULOS (Director of Photography)

Born in Florence in 1978, the Director of Photography attended numerous schools and courses such as the DAMS in Florence, the Studio Marangoni foundation and the Maine Media College in the United States. Vassili has shot numerous audio-visual works, feature films, short films, documentaries and music videos. Projects in which he has made a professional contribution have been In Competition and Out of Competition at the Venice Film Festival and at the Rome Film Festival, such as with the 2013 feature film, "Glaucocamaleo" and the 2013 documentary "IstintoBrass". With his work in the short film, "Lo Spirito dell'Animale Imbalsamato/The Spirit of the Embalmed Animal" he won the award for Best Photography in the Rolling Frames Film Festival. In parallel with his freelance career, Vassili is passionately devoted to teaching. He has taught photography and photographic direction at the IED (European Institute of Design), at the Istituto Palazzo Rucellai di Firenze (which accommodates American Universities such as Pennsylvania State University and Connecticut University) and the Scuola Nazionale di Cinema Indipendente.

MAURO CRIVELLI (Composer)

After completing a Degree in Clinical Psychology, Mauro undertook concurrent studies in composition in Parma, Pordenone, London and Siena.

In the latter location, Mauro attended a course from 2009 to 2012 on music composition for cinema under the tutelage of Maestro Luis Bacalov, refining the techniques of writing and adapting music to the images, as well as orchestral direction.

Over the years, he has written music for Films and Documentaries at an international level, such as for "LoveBirds" (Rai International), which received numerous awards at various film festivals, and the Independent American film, "Charity" by American director Connie Lamothe, which is the 2012 recipient of the award for the best soundtrack at the WMiFF Festival in Washington DC.

Mauro also composed original music for an installation/performance by Solidea Ruggiero at the Venice Art Biennale.

His music is intimate, rarefied and sprinkled with punctuated by precious silences that allow for the development of a theme that introduces orchestral melodies, often combined with electronic sounds with a modern cinematic flavour.

DAVID BUFACCHI (Editor)

After completing a Degree in Cinema and Visual Arts, David enrolled at the Roma Film Academy in Cinecittà, focusing on film editing. David worked on Luca Guadagnino's First Sun, alternated with collaborations with Rai for video editing that he personally oversaw. In 2013, he worked as the editor of "Shiny Happy People", a documentary on the show "One Man, Two Guvnors" by Pierfrancesco Favino and directed by Fabio Lovino. In 2015, David edited "Mothers", a documentary that aired on Sky Arte, also being directed by Fabio Lovino. After spending some time in the United States, David participated in numerous projects of the eminent Sky, switching between documentary and cinematographic editing work and the role of post-production assistant in cinema and television.

GIUSI MERLI (Actress)

A graduate in Foreign Languages and Literature at the University of Pisa, Giusi's artistic development comes from Aldo Rostagno, Franco Piacentini, Marisa Fabbri, Francesca Della Monica and Russian director Yury Olshansky.

Giusi has appeared in both classical works (Antigone, Baccanti, A Midnight Summer's Dream, The Tempest, King Lear in the role of the protagonist), and in avant-garde (Woyzeck) and comedic works (Il Signor di Pourceaugnac).

She has worked in Italy and abroad in important roles with several directors, including Aldo Rostagno, John Jesurun, Paolo Pierazzini, Dario Marconcini, Angelo Savelli, Marco Cavicchioli and Massimo Verdastro, along with having collaborated for many years with Gianfranco Pedullà (Teatro Mascarà).

Giusi has toured certain monologues, being "Trotula quasi magistra" written for her by Paola Presciuttini and directed by Rosanna Gentili, "La Partita di Mimi" by Lina Prosa and directed by Alessandro Cevenini, plus "Isabella" by the now-departed Florentine playwright Andrea Bendini, which was written for Marisa Fabbri.

In 2016-17, Giusi participated in "Arcitaliani" and "Mille brividi d'amore" as part of the trilogy, "Dopo Salò", written by Massimo Sgorbani and directed by Gianfranco Pedullà.

In addition, Giusi featured in the television dramas, "Il Commissario Manara", "Immaturi" and "Romanzo Famigliare", Alessandro Bortone's "Red Like the Sky", "Pulce Non C'è" by Giuseppe Bonito, "Do You Remember Me?" by Rolando Ravello, and Paolo Virzì's "Like Crazy", before receiving international recognition for her role as "Sister Maria" in Paolo Sorrentino's film, "The Great Beauty", winner of the 2014 Oscar, being awarded the Silver Ribbon Award in 2014, along with all other non-protagonists.

She was the protagonist of the short film, "a Casa mia", which won the 2017 David di Donatello award and the Valdarno Cinema FEDIC award for Best Female Interpretation.

JUN ICHIKAWA (Actress)

Jun was born in Kumamoto (Japan) into a family of artists. An actress, dancer and voice-over artist, Jun got her start in theatre at the age of 14, working with the likes of actors Anna Maria Guarnieri, Maria Paiato, Maurizio Donadoni, Paolo Rossi, Isabel Russinova, Francesco Siciliano and Max Tortora. Jun's big screen debut in 2003 saw her in the role of protagonist in Ermanno Olmi's film, "Singing Behind Screens" (winner of 3 David di Donatello awards, 5 Silver Ribbons, a Diamanti award, the Leopard of Honour in Locarno, presented at Locarno, Villerupt, Annecy, Cairo and the Bastia Film Festival). Directors with whom Jun has worked include Eugenio Cappuccio, Dario Argento, Stefano Bessoni, Giuseppe Tornatore, Riccardo Sesani, Giorgio Amato and Lamberto Bava. For television, Jun is known for her role as Flavia Ayroldi in R.I.S., in which

she featured for three consecutive series, and for playing Yukino in the series, "L'Allieva". Jun is also part of the casts of successful web series including "FREAKS 2!", "The Ushers: a dark tale of a bright night" and "Geekerz". She has won several awards, including Best Actress at the Mendicino, Salerno and Catanzaro festivals and Best Actress in a Leading Role at the Zero Trenta Film Festival and the Cortinametraggio Festival.

Jun has also worked as a voice-over artist in numerous films including "Lost in Translation" (voice of Kawasaki), "Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire" and "Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix," lending her voice to Katie Leung, "Sunshine" (voice of Icarus), "The Karate Kid" for the voice of female protagonist Wenwen Han, "Wolverine Samurai", voicing protagonist Rila Fukushima, "Robocop", the voice of Aimee Garcia, "Transformers 4" (voice of Li Bingbing), and "Black Hat" where Jun was again the voice of female protagonist Tang Wei.

GIULIA RUPI (Actress)

In 2009, Giulia graduated from the Teatro Stabile di Torino school in Turin, founded by Luca Ronconi and directed by Mauro Avogadro. In 2011, Giulia was given special mention as the best emerging actress for the Il Tempo Perduto e Ritrovato award, dedicated to Irma and Emma Gramatica, for her interpretation of Lucrezia in "Mandragola" directed by Ugo Chiti. Giulia continued working with the Tuscan director in "Abissina, paesaggio con figure" alongside Isa Danieli. In theatre productions, Giulia has been directed by Mauro Avogadro, Daniele Salvo, Francesco Sala, Fabio Sonzogni and Vanessa Gasbarri, amongst others. With Maurizio Scaparro, Giulia starred as Lisaura in Goldoni's "La bottega del caffè", a Teatro della Toscana production. In 2015, Giulia founded the company Wanderlust Teatro with fellow members of the theatre company, performing "Elektra" by Hoffmannsthal, directed by Giuliano Scarpinato. Giulia was also involved in several independent film projects, including the film "It's About to Rain", directed by Haider Rashid, winner of third prize at the Dubai Film Festival. On television, Giulia was cast in the miniseries, "La ragazza americana" directed by Vittorio Sindoni. She graduated in Pro.ge.as with a thesis on contemporary theatre.

DHEMETRA DI BARTOLOMEO (Actress)

Following on from her secondary studies, Dhemetra spent two years at the Conservatorio Luigi Cherubini in Florence for opera singing, before enrolling in the Laboratorio Nove drama school, Teatro della Limonaia in Sesto Fiorentino directed by Barbara Nativi. Upon graduating, Dhemetra undertook a collaboration with the Company as an actress in many works of the Intercity Festival, as assistant director to Barbara Nativi, and as a theatre teacher at the schools in Sesto Fiorentino, under the direction of the Teatro della Limonaia. Throughout these years, Dhemetra was involved in numerous collaborations with internationally-renowned filmmakers at the Laboratorio Nove, as well partaking in internships for researching acting and theatre direction techniques. At the same time, she founded the IntralcioEfficiente theatre company which gave life to its own "underground theatre" festival in Campi Bisenzio. She was the protagonist in the 2009 edition of the Mese Mediceo in the performance, "Cristiana la colpa segreta" directed by Alessandro Riccio and has collaborated for many years with Marco Toloni and Paolo Biribò as an actress with the "EsTeatro" Company. Dhemetra's most recent works have been "Le sorelle Materassi" Teatro Puccini in Florence (2010), "La Casa di Bernarda Alba" at the Teatro Dante in Florence (2009), "Decameron, le novelle oscene" at the Teatro Puccini in Florence (2011) and Teatro Cestello (2017), "La Locandiera" at the Teatro Le Laudi, Teatro Cestello Firenze (2015 and 2016). She has also worked as a radio presenter on Radio Italia 5 and Radio Planet with Marco Baldini, and has even appeared as a television reporter for Reporter Tv Arezzo.

SOUNDTRACK

“SVIATÏY BOZHE – HOLY GOD” performed by

THE CREDO CHAMBER CHOIR & BOGDAN PLISH

1. Secrecy

2. My Shelter

3. Lust for you

4. Painting on the wall

5. Souls

6. Chinese Flower

7. Near the River

8. Believe Me

9. In the Field

10. Small Moment of Love

Original music composed and orchestrated by Mauro Crivelli @Keephold Edizioni


